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Filed: March 27, 2001 Examiner: Alexander H. Spiegler 

For: HIGH SPECIFICITY MARKER DETECTION 



Reconsideration of the requirement for restriction is respectfully requested in view of 
the following remarks. 

Restriction Requirement 

A restriction has been required under 35 U.S.C. § 121 to one of four groups of 
inventions, characterized as Groups I to IV. The claims and the subject matter said to be 
associated with each group are set forth below. 

Group I 3 encompassing claims 1-15 and 32, drawn to methods of detecting the 
presence of a disseminated cell marker; 

Group II, encompassing claims 16-30, drawn to methods of diagnosing metastatic 

cancer; 
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Group III, encompassing claim 31, drawn to a method of detecting the presence of a 
tissue-specific marker in a sample not associated with the tissue-specific marker; and 

Group IV, encompassing claims 33-36, drawn to kits comprising an affinity column 
and primers. 

The Office Action asserts that the inventions of Groups I to IV are patentably distinct. 
Applicants respectfully traverse the restriction requirement as it applies to Groups I and III. 

Applicants respectfully request the Examiner to consider reconfiguring the restriction 
requirement so that the subject matter of Groups I and III is contained within a single group. 
The methods defined by independent claim 31 are a specific embodiment of the methods 
defined by claim 1. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully submit that the relationship among 
the subject matter defined by the present claims is such that a reasonable search of the 
methods defined by the claims of Group I would necessarily lead to disclosures, to the extent 
any exist, of the methods defined by the claim of Group III. Accordingly, Applicants 
respectfully submit that a search and examination of the subject matter encompassed by the 
claims of Groups I and III would not impose a serious burden on the Examiner. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.143, applicants hereby provisionally elect for 
prosecution the subject matter of Group I, encompassing claims 1-15 and 32, and drawn to 
methods of detecting the presence of a disseminated cell marker. 
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Conclusion 

Applicants believe that the foregoing constitutes a complete and full response to the 
Office Action of record. Accordingly, an early and favorable Action is respectfully 
requested. 
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